
  
 
 
 

OnDemand access to Hellbender 
 

Hellbender provides two different ways of access: SSH (Secure Shell) and OnDemand. SSH uses the 
Linux command line. SSH is ideal for automation and best suited for highly computationally demanding 
jobs. You can connect to SSH using MobaXterm or PuTTY for Windows, or a terminal for Linux and 
macOS. OnDemand access is available in your browser via a web portal and is very useful for 1) opening 
a terminal; 2) uploading and downloading files without using command-line tools; 3) submitting Slurm jobs 
through forms; and 4) launching interactive applications (if supported), such as RStudio Server, Jupyter 
Notebook, MATLAB, or a Linux desktop session. 
 
Accessing Hellbender via OnDemand will allow you to 1) access the same home directory as the SSH; 2) 
see the same project directories; 3) submit jobs to the same Slurm scheduler; and 4) run jobs on the 
same compute nodes. However, SSH access is better suited to highly specialized processes and jobs. 
 
To access Hellbender using the OnDemand setup, follow the next steps: 
 

1. Follow the following link: 
 
https://docs.itrss.umsystem.edu/pub/hpc/hellbender 
 

2. Scroll down to the “Open OnDemand” link 
3. Use the link for “Researchers” 

 

 
 

4. Log in using your ORCID information 
 

https://docs.itrss.umsystem.edu/pub/hpc/hellbender


 
 

5. Accessing Hellbender via OnDemand will open the following window: 
 

 
 

You will see the following information: 
 

• Your Hellbender user ID and the Log Out button. 
 

 
 



• Navigation and help buttons  
 

 
• Available software and applications 

 

 
6. To open an R session, click on RStudio Server  

 

 
7. Accessing RStudio will provide the following page: 

 



 
You can modify running settings such as the number of nodes to be used, the number of CPUs required, 
and the memory. 
 

8. Click “Launch” 
9. You will see the following page: 

 



 
 
This includes other interactive apps for calling, the currently requested RStudio job, and completed jobs. 
 

10. On the “Running” RStudio Server, click “Connect to RStudio Server” and click “Launch” afterward 
 

 
11. After lunch, you will see the standard RStudio window from which you can run any script. 

 



 


